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philosophical.   Therefore, it is a matter of pressing
importance that all people who  can think at  all
should use their own minds, and should do their best
to widen and strengthen the influence of the ablest
thinkers.   The chaotic condition of the average mind
is our reason for trying to strengthen the influence,
always too feeble, of the genuine thinkers.     Much
that passes itself off for thought is simply old pre-
judice in a new dress.   Tradition has always this,
indeed, to say for itself: that it represents the product
of much unconscious reasoning from experience, and
that it is at least compatible with such progress as
has been hitherto achieved.    Progress has in future
to take place in the daylight, and under the stress of
keen discussion from every possible point of view,
It would be rash indeed to assume that we can hope
to see the substitution of purely rational and scientific
methods for the old haphazard and tentative blunder-
ing into slightly better things.    It is possible enough
that the creed of the future may, after all, be a com-
promise, admitting some elements of higher truth,
but attracting the popular mind by concessions to
superstition and ignorance.    We can hardly hope to
get rid of the rooted errors which have so astonish-
ing a vitality.    But we should desire, and, so far as
in us lies, endeavour to secure the presence of the
largest possible element of genuine and reasoned